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To His Holiness Kirill
Patriarch of Moscow and of All Russia

Utrecht, Wednesday, 2 March 2022

We greet Your Holiness at the beginning of the Great Fast in our Western Church. Itis in the
spirit of these Great Forty Days, in which we focus on what our Christian life should be, that |
write to you at this difficult time in Europe. As many of our faithful have joined the global day
of fasting and prayer for the restoration of peace this Ash Wednesday, we urge you to do
everything you can to stop the present-day violence against the innocent people of

Ukraine. Women and children have fled their homes. People live in fear. War threatens the
security and well-being of many in our common home Europe, including in your own country.
I am well aware of the deep historical and spiritual ties between your countries, but how can
this violence ever be fruit of a Christian life? Your Holiness, you are in a unique position to
make a difference. Please make it clear to President Putin how the Kingdom of God is justice
and peace. We pray the Holy Wisdom of God may guide you to find a solution.

We remain with the greatest esteem and love in our Saviour Jesus Christ

\
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"i Barend Theodoor
Archbishop of Utrecht
Primate of the Union of Utrecht of Old Catholic Churches

Russian translation, see page 2
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Ero IIpecesaroctn Kupniny,
[Tarpunapxy MockoBckomy u Beest Pycu

B cpeny, 2-ro mapta 2022 roga ¢ poxaeHuss XpucToBa

MbeI npuBeTcTBYeM Bamre CsteiimectBo B Hayane Benukoro nocra Hameit L{epksu
3amagHoro oopsnaa. B nyxe BpeMeHH 3TUX BETMKUX COPOKa JHEH, B TEYEHHE KOTOPHIX MBI
aKLEHTUPYEM Hallle BHUMaHUE HAa TOM, KaKOH JJOJKHA OBITh HAIlla XpUCTUAHCKAs KU3Hb, S
numy Bam B atu TpyaHeie s EBponsl BpeMeHa. B Te BpeMeHa, Korjaa MHOTHE Hallu
Bepytomue B [lenenbHyro cpeay NpUCOeTMHWINCH K BCEMUPHOMY JHIO Bennkoro nocra u
MonuTtBe 0 BOCCTaHOBJIEHUN MUPa, MbI IIPU3BIBAEM BaC CJI€JIATh BCE, YTO UMEETCS B BALIUX
CWJIax M MOIIIM, JaHHOM BaM BaiinM BBICOKUM YHHOM, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH HbIHEIIIHEE
HACWJIME HaJl HEBUHHBIMU JIIOJIbMU B YKpauHe. JKeHIIUHbI ¢ 1EThbMH BBIHYKJI€Hbl TNOKUHYTh
cBou aoma. JItoau )kuByT B cTpaxe. BoiiHa yrposkaet 6€301macHOCTH M OJ1aromnoiayduto
MHOTHX JIFOJIel B HalleM oOIIeM eBpONecKoM JOMe, a B TOM YMCIIE U Ballleil cTpaHe TOXe.
51 xopo1110 ocBeTOMIIEH O TITyOOKUX UCTOPUUYECKUX U TYXOBHBIX CBSI3AX MEX]y BalllUMHU,
HbIHE KOH(MIUKTYIOIMIUMU CTPAaHaMHU, HO MOKET JIM BOOOIIE 3TO HaCHJINe OBITh IIJI0JJ0M
xpuctuaHckoil xxu3Hu? Bame CareliecTBo, y Bac uMeeTcsi 0codas BO3MOXHOCTh YTO-TO
n3MeHuTsh. [loxanyiicta, oopacuute [pesunenty [lytuny, uro LlapcTBo boxue — 310
LapPCTBO CIPABEIMBOCTU U MHUpa. Mbl MoluMcs, 4TOOBI cBsiTasi MyApocTh bora npuBena Bac
K PELICHUIO.

Mp&1 ocTaeMcsi ¢ BETMUalIiuM 0JIaroroBeHreM | JIt000BbI0 K Hamemy Cracurento, Mucycy
Xpucry.

" Barend Theodoor (Teogop BapeHa)
Apxuenuckon Ympexma
lMpedcmosmens YmpexmcKo2o coo3a CmapoKamonu4eckux yepkeel
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